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Pegu comprises the region of the Lower Irawadi and
Sittang rivers, which here form a common wide-branch-
ing delta, in its main features resembling that of the
Brahmaputra-Ganges. The land is mostly low, sandy, or
muddy, and in the wet season exposed to destructive
floods. But it is well suited for the cultivation of rice,
which is here produced in superabundance. Its trade
and industries are also furthered by the railways runnmg
from Eangun through Prome, and along the Sittang to
the Upper Irawadi at Myitkyina above Bhamo.

The mountain system throughout the whole of this
coast region is of a very simple character, consisting of
regular and parallel ridges running uniformly north and
south, and forming water-partings between all the large
rivers, which thus find their way independently to the
Bay of Bengal.

For a portion of its lower course the Salwin forms the
border line between Siam and Tenasserim, the southern-
most of the three great divisions of Lower Burma. Tbiz
division, whose southern extremity approaches the insular
region of Malaysia, is itself fringed along its entire length
by a vast number of islands forming in the north the
Moscos, in the south the much larger Mergui Archipelago.
A few only of these little-known islands are inhabited,
chiefly by Burmese and Karens from the opposite main-
land. They are all hilly, with peaks 2000 to 3000 feet
high, and are often densely wooded with the caoutchouc*
and other valuable trees. They are said to abound in
minerals, and are tenanted by the tiger, rhinoceros, deer,
and a great variety of reptiles.

South-east of Dumel Island, one of the largest
members of the Mergui Archipelago, is situated the
remarkable Bird's Nest or Elephant group, the Te-ei-
gnet-thaik of the Burmese, which consists of six marble
rocks, the largest and highest rising to an altitude of